[image: image1.jpg]



Curtis Valentine
Executive Director

MarylandCAN

Curtis Valentine is the Executive Director of MarylandCAN: Maryland Campaign for Achievement Now. MarylandCAN is an education policy organization that uses research, community mobilization, and advocacy to pass statewide policies that close the educational achievement gap. Prior to assuming his post, Valentine served nearly ten years as an international development professional with both Africare and, more recently, World Vision to grow education, youth advocacy, and child protection programs in over twenty-five countries throughout Africa, Central America, and Eastern Europe.

A native of New Jersey, Valentine is a graduate of Morehouse College and Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. At Harvard Kennedy School’s Commencement, Valentine received the highest student honor: the Robert F. Kennedy award for excellence in public service for his work in post-Katrina New Orleans. After graduating from Morehouse College, he joined the Peace Corps and traveled to South Africa, and while living in Limpopo Province, he led a professional development training program for primary school educators.  After two years, Valentine returned to the Washington D.C. area and became an 8th grade language arts teacher at Oxon Hill Middle School in Prince George's County.

In 2008, Valentine was selected by the Obama Campaign to be an Organizing Fellow. Valentine was later promoted to Regional Field Director for the state of Maryland.  In 2010, he served as a senior political advisor for Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley’s re-election campaign.

Valentine is a 2010 Aspen Ideas Festival Fellow and alumnus of the Aspen Institute’s Socrates Seminar Series. A voice in the areas of education, politics, and community development, Valentine is a contributor to the Huffington Post and the Washington Post’s The RootDC.com. Valentine is a frequent guest on both MSNBC’S Michael Eric Dyson’s Radio Show and the Santita Jackson Show (Chicago). A Term Member with the Council on Foreign Relations, Valentine is a contributing member to the Council’s new Renewing America project on American global competitiveness.

Valentine serves on the boards of the Prince George’s County YMCA and the Possibility Preparatory Academy for Boys, a public STEM charter school. Currently, Valentine is chronicling his Peace Corps experience in a manuscript tentatively titled “Everyone Can Be Great, Because Anyone Can Serve.”

Valentine, his wife Daria and their son and daughter live in Fort Washington, Maryland, where Daria is an Administrator with the Prince George’s County Public School System. Their son, Curtis, is enrolled at the John Hanson Public Montessori School. 
