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Committee Activities and Updates
· The Aerospace Leadership Team meets bi-monthly to continue to drive implementation of its initiatives. 
Aviation Maintenance Technology School at Hagerstown Regional Airport
· On April 30, 2011, Governor O’Malley arrived at Hagerstown Regional Airport aboard a Cape Air regional flight to the opening of the Aviation Maintenance Technology (AMT) School. The school, operated and administered by the Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics, trains students to become entry level aircraft technicians. Graduates of the AMT program are eligible to sit for the FAA’s Airframe & Power plant (A&P) certification examinations. The program for aviation mechanics will develop a skilled workforce to fill high-paying aviation maintenance positions and allow Hagerstown Regional Airport to expand services.
· Currently, the school has 22 full-time students planning to complete the 16-month program and obtaining their Airframe and Power Plant Certificates on August 17, 2012.

· The second cohort of 18 students began on September 1, 2011.

· The third cohort of 25 (full enrollment) began on January 5, 2012.

· At the Aerospace Leadership Committee held on January 23, 2012, concerns were raised about the need for the school to be in existence for 24 months prior to granting GI Bill reimbursements.  The Committee learned that six or seven potential students had been turned away because of this provision.  The Committee explored the potential of a federal waiver with Maryland’s Congressional leadership.  The granting of such a waiver is not likely.  The school will qualify for GI Bill reimbursement in April 2013.

Next Project for the Aerospace Industry Initiative 

· The National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA) was established in 1958 to conduct scientific research and to stimulate public interest and awareness in Aerospace exploration, as well as science and technology. In 1969, and keeping with the educational goals of the agency, the Visitor Center opened its doors to the public. However, it has long been recognized that the 11,700 sq. ft. center is inadequate to showcase NASA’s work and accomplishments in a Goddard context.  A new center has been conceptualized, which will be named the Science Exploration and Education Center (SEEC).  The GWIB Aerospace Industry Initiative continues to focus on working with NASA to possibly relocate and expand the Visitor Center so that it may reach its full potential for education and inspiration.
· During the January meeting, the Committee began a discussion on encouraging STEM education in K-12.  Ideas to excite teachers and educate youngsters on potential careers were examined, with the Committee deciding to pursue this goal.  One possible route is to collaborate with the leaders of other STEM-related committees convened by GWIB, along with the Maryland Business Roundtable and the Maryland State Board of Education, to explore best practices.
· At the next meeting, the Committee will be discussing the updating of the GWIB portal and the refreshing of the content.
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